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An Action Research on Applying Picture Books
to Character Education

Professor: Dr. Jim Chai Lin
Student: Yen-Wen Chang

Abstract
By adopting the action research method, this research discusses the feasibility and
achievements of applying picture books to the 3-grade character education in the elementary
school.

29 <¢ 29 <e

With the core values of personal character such as “friendship”, “cooperation”, “piety”,
“stability”, “forgiveness”, “honesty”, “responsibility” and “caring” as research topics, and
applying picture books to the character education curriculum, an 18-week action research is
conducted. The subjects are 34 3-grade elementary school students in the researcher’s
teaching school. The data is collected through teaching recordings, off-class notes,
observation records, students’ feedbacks and parents’ feedbacks and is assisted with the
students’ moral behavior measuring tables before and after the research. After analyzed by
t-test, this research finds the following conclusions:

A. About curriculum design

a. It is feasible to apply picture books to character education curriculum at the
mid-grade elementary school students.

b. By using action research method, this research concludes a practicable teaching
model which includes six procedures such as introduction to picture books, value
clarification, role play, core value explanation, sampling story, practicing and sharing
and reflection.

B. About the teaching achievements of character education

a. Applying picture books to character education helps to remarkably improve students’

moral cognitions, affections and behaviors.

il



b. Students’ favorite teaching activity is the introduction to picture books and the least
favorite teaching activity is filling the learning sheets.

c. Students love multiple teaching activities, which can deepen the students’ experience
in learning.

d. Parents’ feedbacks show positive support for teaching character education in
elementary school.

C. To overcome the teaching difficulties

a. Character education has no explicit curriculum and teaching directions to follow and
it has to rely on teachers to pay attention to it and put it into practice.

b. Teachers should give immediate guidance when students have inconsistent problem

of knowing and doing.

At the end of the research, according to the conclusions, the researcher proposes some

concrete suggestions for future study.

Key words: picture books, character education
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