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Abstract

There used to be a close relationship between mankind and land in the
development history in Taiwan; therefore, the land deity with the characters of the
land god and domestic capacity exists in the symbiosis of mankind and land.
Consequently, mankind relies on the land deity who plays the role as the medium of
mankind and land materially and immaterially. The beliefs and customs are derived
from the relationship among mankind, land and the land deity. The temples of the land
deity are common in Taiwan where the most major worshiped god is the land deity;
moreover, setting the land deity relates closely to the formation of the tribes and the
clusters of people; as a result, there is a land deity where there are people.

Beipu located at the mountain southeast to Hsinchu City used to be the place
where the indigenous peoples resided prior to the Han’s cultivation. Nevertheless, in
1835 (Dao-Kuang Year 15), Jiang Hsiu-Luan entered Beipu with armed forces and
repelled the indigenous peoples; afterwards, the Han people were lured to come here
for cultivation since Jiang recruited people for the cultivation. The cultivators
obtained the ownership of the cultivated land and established the homes and business
here. Finally, they resided here. In the beginning of the cultivation, 3-5 households
would set a land deity for the peace; therefore, the land deity is called Bekkong and
the temple is called Bekkongxia which are commonly seen in Beipu. In 1939, in the
Taiwan’s Religion of Masuda Fukutarou indicates that the Taiwanese religious center
comprises of heaven deity, land deity and Mazu which demonstrates the importance
of the land deity in the Taiwanese.

The researcher visited Beipu and discovered hundreds of the temples of the land
deity located nearby the residences; therefore, it becomes a great routine for the elder
to offer the joss sticks and a cup of tea to Bekkong. Whenever there is a wedding,
funeral, examination, military service or employment, the worship is offered in front
of Beikong as to pray for the peace and success. Actually, the existence of Bekkong
appears at other places rather than households or farms, like aside the graveyard
(Hou-tu), inside the clan shrine (land dragon deity) and along with the common
deities in the temples. The preceding circumstances explain the closeness of Bekkong
and the Beipu residents. Therefore, Bekkong can be called the most sincere deity of
the Hakka residents in Beipu.

The past studies relating to Hakka Bekkong in North Taiwan focus on the
classification of Bekkong, the inquiry of circles of worshiping Bekkong, and the
architectural styles of Bekkong temples. In fact, Beipu used to be the area for
Jinguangfu cultivators with armed forces to reside; therefore, there used to be the
powerful leading cultivator to dominate the local residents. However, the studies
relating to the mankind and land along with the Bekkong belief in such a cultivated



area are quite deficient. Consequently, through the realization of the small social
development, this thesis expects to inquire the issues below, the status quo of the
Bekkong belief, cultivation with armed forces and Bekkong in Beipu, tribal
environment and Bekkong in Beipu, and the social alteration and Bekkong in Beipu.
Furthermore, the development of Bekkong belief under the powerful domination of
the leading cultivators and the cultivation with armed forces in Beipu is discussed
profoundly.

The major objectives of this thesis are to conduct the related research of
Bekkong belief in Beipu via the interdisciplinary integration of history, anthropology
and sociology, to build the relationship between mankind and land regarding Bekkong
belief in Beipu in social, economic, religious fields and seasonal rituals and to discuss
the relationship between the leading cultivator and Bekkong belief in Beipu.

Keywords: cultivated area, leading cultivator, Beikong, Beikongxia
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