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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the parental child -rearing methods of

three pairs of Taroko tribe parents with preschool children, including the parents’

behaviors and ideas as well as influ ential factors.  This research utilized the

qualitative research method, along with observations, interviews and reflective

journals as the sources of data collection. In addition, the methods of triangulation,

peer debriefing, and member checking were use d to increase the authenticity and

trustworthiness of this research. The conclusions of this research were as follows:

1. Parental child-rearing methods: In addition to training the children’s habits and

independence, three pairs of Taroko tribe parents wer e able to give appropriate

rewards and punishments according to each child’s individual differences.

Besides, they highly valued their children’s rights to choose, gave them reading

materials and extracurricular activities, as well as assisted on their chi ldren’s

homework. The Taroko tribe parents emphasized to pass down their cultures to

the children through parental practice.

2. Parental ideas: The Taroko tribe parents all agreed on the importance of “teaching

by example,” and believed that they must treat  each child fairly so that children

would grow up naturally and in good health. Five of the parents agreed on the

importance of education, and one of the fathers proposed that “the fastest way to

improve the aborigine’s social and economic status is throug h education.”

Hopefully, through the acknowledgment of their tribe, children would understand

the meaning and value of the Taroko culture, while holding on to their religion

and worshiping God.

3. Influential factors: (1) Level I: the parents’ and children’s individual

characteristics, as well as the parents’ marriage, and the way they got along with

other family members; (2) Level II: the disciplinary methods of the original

family, the time and nature of the parents’ jobs, and the influence from social

environments and popular trends; and (3) Level III: the influence from the tribe

culture.

At last, this research proposed suggestions for the tribe’s administration units,

government agencies, and future researchers.

Keywords: Taroko tribe parents, prescho ol children, parental methods
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