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Abstract

This study is the self-narrative of a Truku tribe single mother, who returned to
her village to renew family relationships after divorce. In this praxis-oriented research,
she attempts to change old value systems and relational ways and find new methods
to rebuild family relationships, instead of avoiding long term problems. She takes an
honest look at the habits, values systems, communication models, and works to
understand the deeper roots of conflicts. With this deeper understanding, the
researcher worked on new communication tools to discuss the relationship with her
ex-husband and worked together on a way to create a place for their children to grow

together.

Courageously facing these issues in her own family as well as in the tribe, the
researcher attempts to build a new way for the tribe to have a common space to discuss
different perspectives. In the process of changing the villagers’ perspectives, the
researcher finds that she is the one to experience changing views on others. The
research findings indicate that the community work is likened to the aboriginal
tradition of catching fish with a large net. The fishermen must work together and each
holds their part of the net. In the same way, the villagers must come together,
recognizing their differences and have a community that can share and advance

together.

Key words: narrative research, action research, praxis-oriented research, aboriginal
tradition, tribal home, single-parent family, aboriginal women study, empowerment,

liberatory education
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