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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the changing meanings of weaving handicraft to
different generations of Atayal women in the course of social, political and economic
development. Through observation and in-depth interviews, this research records and
discusses how the artistry of weaving connects Atayal women’s body experiences and
life memories. This thesis also comments on the issues of body experiences in relation
to social changes, memories and skills of weaving handicraft, cultural inheritance and
changes of identity.

The study finds that Atayal women of various generations face the changes of
society and norms with different body techniques. In the traditional Atayal society,
women abide by the norms of gaga to be skillful weavers. The middle-aged
generation females, under the economic development and national policies, join in
manufacturing forces and develop into bodies carrying the capitalist discipline;
meanwhile they pick up the weaving tools and turn into bodies carrying imaginary
community identity by participating in weaving classes. With the development of
ethnical education, the modern generation of Atayal females involve themselves in
both traditional and new-style weaving techniques in search of cultural identity. After
the decline of gaga, Atayal males begin to take on the artistry of weaving. They
attempt to draw an appropriate boundary between practicing the conventional norms
and preserving the cultural heritage. Hence, bodies are no longer physical existence
but end products of social construction.

This thesis emphasizes that under the change of time the Atayal weaving artistry
is facing a gap and memory loss of the cultural inheritance. The national policies and

school education in recent years focus more on handing down the skills rather than



reconstructing the social memory. However, the latter turns out to be the crucial part
of the weaving culture, influencing the Atayal people’s cultural identity and value

system.

Keywords: Atayal women, weaving handicraft, life memory, body experience
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