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The Institutional Ethnography of Parentsin
Facing School Choice

Shiu-Ling Chen

Abstract

There was a demand from the society, since the concept of tuition vouchers was
pioneered, which claimed that through the use of tuition vouchers, will result in the
education back to market mechanism. In other words, it will hand the consumers the
right to decide whether to stay or leave a certain school. Therefore, the
competitiveness of schools can be elicited and the quality of the education can be
therefore, improved thereafter. The concept that enlightened the parents’ rightsin
school choice. Also, it dragged global attentions toward this topic also. However, the
proposition of school choice both triggered advocacy and opponency at the same
time.

The purpose of this study however, is not to explore those controversies. The
purpose of this study is to explore under the proposition of school choice, parents’,
from different fields, experience of school choice through the construct of
ingtitutional ethnography. The conclusions of this research were drawn and were
generalized into six categoriesto explainthe " RULING | relations of parents under
the societal and educational organizations when they face school choice. Those six
categories are:1.Ruled choice; 2.Unbearable burden; 3.Lucentlessinformation;
4.Impermissible choice; 5. Noninitiative transformation; 6.General disagreeable ethos.

Keywords: school choice, ruling relations, institutional ethnography
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