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A study of The Feasibility of Tourism Development for The

Empowerment of Local Indigenous Community in Taiwan

Mi-Liang Ho™
Abstract

Indigenous Taiwanese have long-term suffered social and economic disadvantage,
Besides lacking the opportunity of participation in main stream of socio-economic
activity, The traditional lifestyle and subsistence territory undergo a process of
cultural erosion. The challenge for Indigenous community is to discover or create
opportunities that will provide a sustainable socio-economic development. Ecotourism
is a form of tourism which focuses on contributing to preservation of natural and
cultural resources while promoting economic contribution to local community.

In this research we formulate a planning process to develop ecotourism as a
means for empowering the indigenous community. A Taiwanese’s indigenous
ecotourism site was taken as a case study. The data we get from the field studies
employed multiple methods including physical site inspection, interview, and archival
document analysis. Ecotourism premised on that emphasizes natural intrinsic value,
the important self-determination and participation, and a preference for small-scale
operations. The method employed in this study that include the social, physical and
economic factors that affect the commercial viability of indigenous ecotourism
enterprise. In the qualitative research we use The SWOT technique involving an
analysis of respective strengths and weaknesses of ecotourism, and the opportunities
and threats confronting the tourism business. Finally, the main conclusions and
themes of case study are discussed.

keyword : indigenous community ~ empowerment ~ tourism
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