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ABSTRACT
A New Breed of Church — The Search for an Effective
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by
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ADVISOR: Dr. SAMUEL LIU
DEGREE: DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

First, this thesis aims to study and hopes to provide an effective church planting
model for the Taiwan Holiness Church through literature review by exploring the
essence of the church, from images, symbols, and metaphors used to describe the
church in the New Testament, and from certain marks and indicators of a healthy
church from the theologians’ perspectives. Based on these findings, this thesis will
analyze areas within local Taiwan Holiness churches that can benefit from change or
adjustments. Secondly, this thesis studies the functions and characteristics of different
styles of churches and how they influence church development by conducting
guestionnaire surveys among local Taiwan Holiness churches to understand why
churches have stagnated and the challenges they face in the process.

Church stagnation results from a variety of complicated factors and definitions for
church growth also vary. Within this thesis, | would like to use church planting as the
main indicator of church growth and focus on how church planting and leadership
training models affect church development. | would also define “new breed churches”
as churches adopting a newer model in contrast with the majority of churches which
retain a more traditional style. The nature of a church (one’s perspective or definition
of the church) impacts the type of church it seeks to become (church model or style).
If churches are built not on the nature of what the church was intended and created
to be, then churches will rule in accordance with the principals of man (the secular)
and not in the principals of God (the spiritual).

This new breed of church derives from the perspective and definition of the

church based on the revelations of the New Testament and theologians’ perspective
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of the church. Deemed as the “body of Christ”, the church is a living organism and
should be treated from an ecological viewpoint (with an emphasis on genes and their
relationship with the environment). Church growth should not be dependent on
“manufacturing” but rather “healthy reproduction”. According to ecology, life is
sustained not when an individual grows but when that individual is able to reproduce
life. Thus, this new breed of church should break the myth that church growth is
defined by the number of attendees or that a large church is a successful church.
Church development and growth should not rely on standardized formulas or trying to
become a certain style of church, since there is not one style that can fully represent
the body.

This research comes to discover that the greatest obstacle to church development
is churches retaining a single style or type, in contrast with new breed churches that
focus on compounding a variety of styles to create a more diversified environment. In
addition, new breed churches plan in advance specific goals for each stage of their
development, and by encouraging close-ties between family, church, and seminary,
churches create a suitable environment for training leaders. This research also
concludes that medium-sized community churches should be the mainstream new
breed churches and not churches with large attendances. Thus, this thesis proposes
that developing new breed churches with compounding styles is an effective model

for Taiwan Holiness church planting.
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