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Abstract

The monthly payment of an annuity is to commemorate grace received through
the minister’s hard work. It is a living allowance for the retired minister. In recent
years, due to the increase in the number of ministers retiring, the cost of the annuity
fund has risen sharply beyond expectations. In an effort to stabilize the situation and
make the finance healthy, the Ministers in Service and Retirement Welfare Committee
of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, which is responsible for promoting the
ministers’ welfare benefits, has gradually reduced the annuity from 2017. This move

caused much anxiety to the ministers.

The funding for the stipend is shared by the local church congregations. Through
the payment of the contributions in the first half of the year, the financially affluent
churches can support the weaker churches with insufficient financial resources, so that
the ministers can enjoy the same benefits in the love of God. It is a witness of sharing
joys and sorrows. It is also a witness of fairness, mutual help, and sharing in the body
of Christ. Therefore, this thesis attempts to examine the retired ministers’ welfare
benefits system of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan from the perspective of the
pension plan of the Presbyterian Church (USA), and explores the value of benefits

through the economic theology of "Communion of Saints" emphasized by John Calvin.

The research of this thesis is divided into three parts: 1. A historical research to
find the faith and practice process of the care of retired ministers of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States and Taiwan. 2. Rethink the theological meaning and
integrity of the ministers’ welfare benefits system of the Presbyterian Church in
Taiwan, how to practice loving neighbors, mutual assistance, and sharing in the
benefits system. 3. Using multiple perspectives to find new possibilities for the issue of

the post—retirement stipend.

Keywords: Pension plan, Benefits system, Fairness, Mutual assistance, Sharing
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> UTRASREEE o TEFEAES
L S FNASEXEERESHINE - BEREAR

MERT | Yr—2014 | Yr—2015 | Yr—2016 | Yr—2017 | Yr—2018 | Yr—2019
= 1,026 1,030 1,044 1,044 1,055 1,056
2L 414 422 465 472 487 496
4EET 1,440 1,452 1,509 1,516 1,542 1,552
2a. 10 ENAHREEEESHECE - BEERAR
MR | Yr—2014 | Yr—2015 | Yr—2016 | Yr—2017 | Yr—2018 | Yr—2019
] 15 18 23 23 36 32
1 1 1 4 3 1
LEET 16 19 24 27 39 33

102




2b. 10 FNAEREEAESIEE - BFELEAR

MERT | Yr—2014 | Yr—2015 | Yr—2016 | Yr—2017 | Yr—2018 | Yr—2019
Bs 11 29 24 20 26 27
1 2 2 2 - 2
HEET 12 31 26 22 26 29
2c. 10 FNEFEREHEAE SR E - SEZEERAR
MERT | Yr=2014 | Yr-2015 | Yr—2016 | Yr—2017 | Yr-2018 | Yr—2019
Bs 26 47 47 43 61 59
L 2 3 3 6 3 3
HEET 28 50 50 49 64 62
3. FERRHEHEAESIINCE - BEREAR
MERT | Yr=2014 | Yr=2015 | Yr=2016 | Yr—=2017 | Yr-2018 | Yr—2019
5 43 43 35 33 44 42
L 31 31 42 26 32 23
QEET 74 74 77 59 76 65

4. 2019 FFEEREEREEIBRE - BEERFER (DL 1/1/2020 AE%)

FlRIE | B E/8
A:25-29 23 26
B:30-34 76 37
C:35-39 105 61
D:40-44 122 60
E:45-49 120 94
F:50-54 170 94
G:55-59 159 75
H:60-64 167 29

1:65-70 114 20
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2020 FHR LA FEIES (FHE) ZBEFIR IS

% % % 2 2 5
Up to 30 25835 | 35873 | 52,500 | Up to 30 27,520 | 36,056 | 34,000
31-35 25,608 | 37,478 | 37,933 | 31-35 26,756 | 42,846 | 41,307
36-40 28,807 | 40584 | 43,265 | 36-40 29,435 | 43,670 | 44,654
41-45 31,229 | 40,183 | 44,129 | 41-45 31,982 | 48915 | 46,047
46-50 32,384 | 46,426 | 48,763 | 46-50 31,942 | 52,345 | 52,327
51-55 30,800 | 45953 | 51,397 | 51-55 32,649 | 54,737 | 63,716
56-60 33241 | 42,891 | 54,926 | 56-60 34512 | 54,867 | 69,657
61-65 29,500 | 42,038 | 62,126 | 61-65 35,659 | 57,536 | 69,687
66 and Up 35,340 | 61,760 | 35,000 | 66 and Up 34281 | 61,495 | 78,917
R 30,228 | 42,909 | 49,040 | FigsiE 32,068 | 51,397 | 60,089
PN 192 236 43 | BB 294 604 77
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