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The Case Study of Truku Music of the Arts and
Humanities Domain in the Aboriginal Primary School
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the feasibility of integrating traditional
Truku songs in the music education of the Arts and Humanities Domain for third and
fourth-grade students. The research subjects were 16 students, including 10 third-grade
students and 6 fourth-grade students, in a forest elementary school in Hualien County. These
students were required to use a textbook of the Arts and Humanities Domain that has been
integrated with lessons about traditional Truku songs by the author. Results showed that the
implications, the musical knowledge, the use of traditional musical instruments, and the
cultural meanings of traditional Truku songs could be promoted in the music class for
elementary school students to make up the insufficiency of existing textbooks. Traditional
Truku music stresses improvisation in singing and is therefore suited for use as a material for
teaching musical improvisation. This kind of instruction also has the function of character
education. Teaching traditional Truku music can help promote understanding, tolerance,
acceptance, and respect between ethnic groups and also contribute to preservation of
traditional cultures. The author is an educator of aboriginal music. Through this study, the
author attempted to promote preservation of traditional music and provide suggestions to

people interested in promoting education of aboriginal music.

Keywords: Truku, aboriginal song, Arts and Humanities, music education
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