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Innovation and Reflection of Communication’s General
Education: A Case Study on Teaching Strategy and
Practice in Media Literacy Education

Cheng-yu Lin"

Abstract

The main attempt for this research is to examine whether using Problem
Based Learning (PBL) as a bottom-up teaching strategy achieves better
teaching effectiveness as compared to the top-down traditional topic oriented
teaching strategy in delivering “media literacy” of general education. This
research was based on the sampling of a university’s two “media literacy”
classes in 2nd semester of 2015, with an experimental group which consists of
58 students in class A, and a control group which consists of 52 students in
class B. An assessment on the teaching effectiveness is conducted with class A
using a PBL teaching strategy and class B using a traditional teaching strategy.
The students’ comprehension ability of “three perspectives” and “five core
abilities” of media literacy which are developed by the author is also further
analyzed. By gathering statistics from the t-test, the research result indicates
that after using PBL as teaching strategy in “media literacy”, class A’s teaching
effectiveness and the core abilities of media literacy is significantly higher
compared to class B. As class A’s students demonstrated higher abilities in
building and equipping the knowledge of media literacy. This research
recommends that those who teach media literacy can adopt PBL as teaching

method to enhance effectiveness in teaching.

Keywords: media literacy, general education, communication education,
problem based learning
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