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A Comparitive Study on Hakka Immigrants under
Japanese Governance and Post-war Periods in FongLin

Ching-Ting Liao

Abstract

After a comprehensive survey on Hakka area studies in
Taiwan, a gap has been found in the literature as there is no
research on Hakka society in Eastern Taiwan. In order to balance
the investigations and studies of Hakka areas, this paper chooses
to observe and understand FongLin’s Hakka society in Eastern
Taiwan.

The results of the paper discover that the combination of
Hakka Groups in FongLin came from an immigrant influx under
Japanese governance and post-war periods. Why did the Hakka
choose to migrate to FongLin? This paper shows that reasons for
immigration to FongLin are natural disasters, the chaos caused by
war, employment, and attending school. The emigrants entered
the local society through “social capital”, including information,

lodgment, and the assistance of trust.

Key Words: FongLin, Hakka, immigrant, localization
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