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Reflections on Community Mapping Researches:
A Case of the La/jpunuk Research by the Bunun

ISHIGAKI Naoki

Abstract

Community mapping research has become a popular and influential
movement in indigenous societies of Taiwan in recent years. This is the
movement where Austronesian indigenous peoples in Taiwan investigate and
map their traditional territories. By conducting this kind of surveillance study,
they try not only to demarcate their traditional territories and dig up
land-rooted histories, but also to claim indigenous rights for their groups.

The purpose of this article is to reconsider positive influences and
controversial points of current indigenous community mapping research in
Taiwan. Firstly the author introduces current governmental policy towards this
research and secondly describes the native initiative Laipunuk research by the
Bunun. Finally this article makes some suggestions for future community
mapping research: 1. Importance of introducing a concept of “dynamic
traditional territories”; 2. Importance of more detailed research on local land
systems and conceptions of land; 3. Need for translation / interpretation of
historical literature on their lands to support self-construction of historical
subjectivities of indigenous peoples in Taiwan.

Keywords:
Indigenous peoples of Taiwan Community mapping Land Bunun Lajpunuk
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