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Abstract

Drunk driving is an illegal driving behavior that could severely threaten the
lives and properties of the driver himself/herself and other people. Drunk driving
accident is ranked as the leading traffic accident in Taiwan, and has been seriously
endangering roadway traffic safety. In order to realize drunk drivers’ cognition of
drunk driving knowledge and related traffic regulations, drunk driving behavior, and
the factors affecting drunk driving, this study targeted those drunk drivers who
attended the drunk driving lecture offered by Motor Vehicle Office as the research
group. A questionnaire survey in conjunction with Brief Michigan Alcoholism
Screening Test was employed on the target group fo examine the drunk drivers’
personal attribute variables, cognition of drunk driving and drunk driving behavior.
A group of 313 drunk drivers were sampled from the target group for this study.
This study divided alcohol addiction into three levels: having no alcohol addiction
problem, possibly having alcohol addiction, and having alcohol addiction. This
study also grouped cognition of drunk driving as follows, low score group, medium
score group and high score group. Using the alcohol addiction levels and cognition
of drunk driving groups, Tthis study carried out chi-square test for independence to
test againstreview the number of times the drunk drivers being ticketed for drunk
driving, the number of times traffic accidents caused by drunk drivers, the degree of
understanding the drunk drivers arrive at on the punishment contents of drunk
driving, and whether the drunk drivers kept on driving during the period that their
drivers licenses were invalidated or suspended.  The research results of the study
show that drunk drivers are mostly male, single, laborers, and age of less than below
40 years old. Of these drunk drivers, 75% did not have knowledge about the blood
alcohol content threshold that is considered drunk drivingknow how much alcohol
would exceed the standard; 53.3% still drove vehicles occasionally or kept on
driving vehicles as usual (driving without drivers license ) after their driver’s
licenses were invalidated or suspended. Those being reported as frequent offenders
of drunk driving had better cognition of drunk driving behavior; they, however, had
higher level of alcohol addiction and greater number of alcohol-related traffic
accidents.

Keywords: Drunk driving, Alcohol addiction, Cognition of driving behavior
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