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Abstract

This research paper focuses on the processing of Cat’eye Nephrite from Lin Rongli
community, Fenglin Township, Hualien County in the 1960s. According to research,
26 of the nearly 100 households in the village have experience in the production of
nephrite. Traditionally, they used motor belts to move a cyan grinding wheel by
adding water to grind the jade and to create various jade ornaments such as rounded
cabochons. However, within nine years, the jade industry shrank, leaving a large
amount of leftover raw materials. Due to high expenses, jade mining ceased after the
1970s. Therefore, the remaining materials became extremely precious.

The author grew up in Rongli Township and was under the tutelage of many jade
masters. He is now a goldsmith and silversmith. Growing up within the family jade
industry, the author has collected a large amount of material. Therefore, he would like

to redesign the current Taiwan jade as the main theme for the research paper.

The first chapter of this thesis is divided into two parts.  First, is a continuation of
Cat's Eye Nephrite craftsmanship and a retrospective of Lin Rongli’s jade industry
and its uniquely Taiwanese jade processing technology. The second part is to recreate
the jade processing craftsmanship of the 1970s, reproduce the traditional grinding

procedures and record the skill.

The second chapter focuses on the theoretical foundation of creativity based on
research into Taiwan jade. The research encompasses the shape of jade and the
creative process from prehistoric cultural sites to the identification and classification
of Taiwan jade. It also includes case studies to explore the trend of contemporary craft
design.

The third chapter discusses the use of the leftover cutting materials of Cat's Eye
Nephrite as a creative contemporary jade experiment.

The final chapter, chapter four, is about the practice of crafting, which captures the
prehistoric cultural symbols of Taiwan and transforms them into creative elements
that follow the spirit of jade craftsmanship, using Taiwan jade to tell history and life
stories.

This research paper is focused on the practice of “Understanding the Present Through



Past Experience: Records of Jade" to illustrate the concept of craftsmanship as a
means to restore jade production. It also represents the jade-making workplace and its
Golden Age. We use film to explain jade-making techniques in order that viewers can
understand the historical context of the Cat’eye Nephrite. The content includes a visit
to the historical Pinglin site and the Beinan site. We trace back to the ruins, imagine
the jade market at that time and how ancient wisdom was used and converted into

finished products from the sites.

This exhibition contains three series and a total of 90 pieces are presented. These
pieces present innovation in jade design, the use of jade-cutting technology and fine

craftsmanship in gold and silver. All are a tribute to the predecessors of Pinglin.

Keywords: Taiwan jade, Cat’'eye Nephrite , Pinglin site, jade creation, gold and silver

work
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