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“Following the Hunter”, the Trial of an Ecotourism Program

at Tatung and Tali Areas in the Taroko National Park
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ABSTRACT

An attempt was made to achieve economoic, socio-cultural and environmental goals
at Tatung and Tali Areas in the Taroko National Park by planning and practicing a
community-based ecotourism program that recruit local hunters as wildlife guides. The idea
was to provide incentive for hunters to exploit wildlife value in an unconsumptive way.
Three trip designs were proposed, each covers different hiking trail. Five teams of tourists
participated in the project, they were guided by local hunters and were asked to fill out a
questionnaire concerning their opinions on the program. Signs and tracks of wildlife found
by the hunter guides during the trip were affirmed and recorded by JDS, a trained wildlife
biologist. The hunter guides were also trained to set up automatic cameras for wildlife
survey. Data on wildlife occurrence were compiled to compare the relative abundance of
wildlife species along the three trip trails. The participants were mainly between 30-40
years of age, with bachalor or master degrees, and were motivated by cultural experience
more than by wildlife tracking. They expressed satisfaction to the activity and expectation
to the performance of wildlife guides. They agreed that the activity enhanced their
knowledge and attitude toward conservation. Tracks and signs of three Artiodactyla
species could be found along the hiking trails, while four Carnivora species were recorded
by automatic cameras. These animals can not be readily seen during daytime trips. The
scant chance of direct sighting of wildlife, physical strength required for the trip, and the
present performance of the wildlife guides may impede the promotion of the activity.
However, success in promotion, if it brings in too many tourists, may impose negative
effects on the environment. A carefully designed community-based conservation program
incorporating ecotourism, resource monitoring, and the livelihood of villagers is suggested
to ensure the sustainable development of the Tatung and Tali Areas.

Keywords: National Park, Ecotourism, Wildlife Conservation, Hunting, Community
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