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Abstract

The study has two key points: the first one is to discuss the development of
the belief in San-Tai-Zi in Taichung and to find out its characteristics; the second one is to
probe into the history and development of three Tai-Zi temples with one hundred years of
history in Dongshi District and into reasons why people there believe in San-Tai-Zi instead
of San Shan Guo Wang (Kings of Three Mountains) that Hakka people usually believe in.
The first key point is chiefly based on local chronicles, historical materials and other
documents, being supplemented by academic documents related to the field of folklore for

the author to have a clear command of the research progress of San-Tai-Zi in Taiwan.

According to documents and researches, after the belief in King Vaisravana
of Buddhism passed on to China and became a localized religion, San-Tai-Zi became the
third son of Li Jing and helped the Zhou Dynasty overthrow the Shang Dynasty.
Additionally, the author learned about the process of San-Tai-Zi becoming a god through A
Complete Collection of Deities, Journey to the West, Creation of the Gods, and other dramas
and novels. After San-Tai-Zi became localized, folk beliefs in the god were diverse: he has
become Marshal of Central Altar, Tutelary Deity of Children, Patron Deity of tire and
transport industry, Techno San-Tai-Zi and so on, which helps the author have better

understanding of San-Tai-Zi’s modeling and posts.

The second key point is based on literature research, the author compared firsthand
information collected following long-term field research by the methods of participation

observation and interviews with related documents to find out its accuracy and organized all
i



materials to verify the discussions of the study and to make additional remarks. The third key
point is to comprehend the history and culture of believing in San-Tai-Zi in different areas
from the historical backgrounds, legends, sacrifice circles and festivities of each San-Tai-Zi
temples in Taichung, and probe into the characteristics and genres of legends and found out
similarities and differences and meanings behind them. Additionally, the author observed
the ethnic properties, traits and important folk activities of San-Tai-Zi temples in Taichung
in sacrifice circles to comprehend the development and culture of the belief in San-Tai-Zi in

Taichung.

Keywords : Belief in King Vaisravana, folk belief, San-Tai-Zi, Marshal of Central Altar,
Techno San-Tai-Zi.
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