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Abstract

Rural schools usually play an important role on the education,
economic and social development of their communities in countryside areas.
Evidence shows that many small rural communities have failed to remain
robust after losing their schools. The purposes of this study are to explore the
extent of the traditional and innovative contributions of rural schools to their
community, to examine various interests of stakeholders related to their rural
development, as well as to figure out the proper ways of participation and
collaboration among them. An action research was conducted to design and
implement various forms of ‘school-community partnership platforms’ such
as workshops, communication forums, outdoor education activities, training
courses, as well as committees composed of members of communities and

schools in the light of Healey’s theory of collaborative planning.
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The findings show that the ‘school-community partnership platforms’
are like new bridges connecting local communities and their schools.
Through the discussion and working on the platforms, both members of
communities and schools figured out a common ground of their interests and
draw up proper community development projects collectively. The platforms
prove to be a genuine assistance to promote knowledge resources, relational

resources, and mobilization capacity among schools and communities.

Keywords: school-community partnership, environmental education and

communication, collaborative planning, participatory forum
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