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Abstract

Previously, the Seediq had been classified as a sub-tribe related to Atayal. It was not until 2008
that the Seediq were officially recognized as Taiwan's 14th indigenous group, and all aspects of
their cultural characteristics have since been treasured and highlighted increasingly. In 2012, the
Nantou County Government announced the Seediq’s traditional weaving handicraft Puniri would
be classified as intangible cultural heritage. Human beings, the carriers of cultures, are practitioners
of craftsmanship whose endeavors ensure that folk arts continue to be followed and transmitted.
Through examining the life experiences and learning processes of three female weavers from different
generations within registered preservers’ families, this study aims to observe and portray this craft’s
preservation conditions and the self-construction processes during weaving activities. First, this article
will summarize the cultural content of traditional weaving. Second, the distinct features presented in
the Seediq weaving products will be stated in accordance with examining the artifacts’ textures, forms
and decorative patterns. And conclusively, the findings in observations and analyses of this research
are expected to provide recommendations to promote the safeguarding and conservation/preservation
of such artifacts in the future.
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Figures 1-3. A native ramie plant, braided
hemp twine and shoulang yam —
used as a natural dye.
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Figures 4-6. Traditional Seedig male in tribal dress, traditional female in tribal dress, female
wearing headdress, necklace and earrings made from polished shells strung together

with black beads.
BARR - EiyiEiEst

{tZ4 (pala puniri) ° & HERSEH
HRES B o MR AR AL R bR 1 AK
ratang ~ #?/8pala pungu ~ #ffEpragic ~ Fr
#Hlibut ~ JHEfigidi ~ SHEfipuceyqun ~ E Hfi
briku’ ([#5-6) -

IR REEE DM > HARRHUEE
ﬁ)\ﬁ%iﬁratangﬂﬂ%Llﬁ*%&ﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁ
AR B BTE © ratang qupaxani® £

MAGRERY A TEHIF Al Z BEAE S
ATEEITFILZ B Fr > #8&(EIRE Llrako,Z 76
MESIE » A AE bk fEdagit (RLAT) >
AR A& Etninun punkodung (F
o 7EmTy) o RIRBEERES > 2
P LA TEMRABNARR] B
PIER ~ HFERIKAR - 22— ERESh
AR o — M E0 L - A TR
G B M —Fratang purubuwan

(TAERR) - HAm R A Ah 4% o Ath
ke o 2 7 TEH B (F AFratang
qupaxanffd I » Z¢ [ratang purubuwan ° £

Figure 7. A traditional lady's skirt, called a
libut.
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Figure 8. Traditional woven fabric.
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Figures 10-11. Swatches of raised patterns,
called pungapa - front and
back.
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Figure 12. A swatch of knitted fabric, called latu.
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Figure 13. An example of the skillful Puniri
work, showcasing the knitting of
multiple rhombus patterns.
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Figure 14-15. Seta lban in the late 1930s (left) and in 2003. (right)
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Figure 16. The back of a woven piece (pala
puniri) handed down by Seta Iban.
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Figure 17. Bakan Nawi using a floor loom.
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Figure 18. An early version of the upright
looms introduced by foreign
missionaries.
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Figure 19. A tourism business receipt from
the 1970s kept by Bakan Nawi.
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Figure 20. Examples from the full line of
cultural products made by Bakan
Nawi, including traditional wear,
Japanese gowns, pala and tribal
vests.
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Figures 21-22. Articles of clothing woven by
Bakan Nawi.
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pulali dorip gunsunguc  kuseikus ulin
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Figure 23. Seedig woven textiles feature multiple rhombus patterns and horizontal stripes in
various combinations. Certain decorative patterns have been passed down in the tribal
community and express shared memories. Distinctive patterns demonstrate an individual
weaver's skill as well as express ancestral spirituality. The photo above shows a piece
of traditional bala purini weaving work by Seta Bakan. The rhombus weave used in the
piece is called Dorip, and the multiple rhombus patterns make up what's called pulali,
with straight lines called Ulin and diagonal lines representing the ancestral journey
toward the Promised Land across the rainbow bridge. In addition, the raised woven dots
are called gunsunguc, Kuseikus, and they represent the reaping of a bountiful harvest.

BAZR - BEES IR

AFTRHE - BVEE LA ~ WifPuniri[Bl$ R - AL S B E 55T i -
HOME - BRAVCREE HE oA - FEE EIEREA T B R RR B (A T2k
ks Wi EEEEE D R A RRE  BERE - AT LIEE S H R
il o BRI MR - 2t - S E s
HEE - IR O E 7T i e
SRR ~ RIE o SR E— B S ([E24 ~25)
(A v 2 55 B (R A RS ReAT



FIRBRERREMEM T 2EPunii (FEHECE) REFIREMR

AE24. sRBEZRE#bala purini ©
Figure 24. Seta Bakan is explaining the patterns
of the bala purini.
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Figure 25. Weaving the Purini with a seated
loom.
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