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Abstract

The mobile game industry has been developing rapidly in recent years. Its high
growing potential can be observed both in global and Taiwan markets. Some
marketing studies even claim that mobile games would become the most profitable
genre among the gaming market in the near future. The amount of research related to
mobile games marketing increases in a fast pace, only reflecting this booming trend
However, most of the studies by far merely focus on the content of games. Little
academic research has been conducted on the players’ attitude toward games.
Therefore, this study aims to bridge the gap between mobile gamers’ psychological
status and their purchasing behaviors, offering a possible explanation for the reasons
behind their purchases.

This study used players’ motivation and preference on game characteristics as
the independent variables, in which players’ motivation was classified into

9% ¢

“achievement,” “social,” and “immersion,” while preference on game characteristics
was divided into four categories: “fantasy,” “rationality,” “mystery,”” and “control.” As
for gamers’ behavior, it was analyzed in terms of three dimensions: “purchasing

29 ¢¢

intention,” “spending,” and “addiction.”

After the regression analysis, the results show that all of the above-mentioned
motivation constructs exhibit significant association with purchasing intention.
Players with high preference on fantasy theme have greater tendency to spend more

on mobile games. Furthermore, preferences on fantasy, rationality, and mystery, have

positive relationships with game addiction.

Keywords: mobile games, motivation, game characteristics, perceived playfulness,
addiction
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