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A Research of the Background, Ritual Process, and
Development Status of Taiwanese Aboriginal Traditional
Sports - Take Bunun Ma-naq-Tainga as an Example

Student : Liao Zhe Jia
Advisor : Kwan Wen Yan

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the background, ritual process and
development status of Bunun Ma-naqg-Tainga (the ritual of shooting deer’s ears),
a traditional sport of Taiwanese aboriginal. Literature analysis and interviews
were used as the research method. The data collected through ten
semi-structured interviews with people who were current or former Bunun
Ma-nag-Tainga professionals were collected and analyzed. The results of the
study were as below:

This study aimed to explore the background, ritual process and
development status of Bunun Ma-naq-Tainga (the ritual of shooting deer’s ears),
a traditional sport of Taiwanese aboriginal. Literature analysis and interviews
were used as the research method. The data collected through ten
semi-structured interviews with people who were current or former Bunun
Ma-naqg-Tainga professionals were collected and analyzed. The results of the
study were as below:

1. The background of Bunun Ma-nag-Tainga: Bunun Ma-naqg-Tainga is a
festival which has been held since the 16™ century during Bunun

Lamungan period in Asangdaingaz community (the oldest place that Bunun

people lived) that was located in the southern part of Wujie tribe. The

vii



purpose of this festival is to pray for rich hunting gain and to thank for
blessing from their god, Dihanin.

2. The ritual process of Bunun Ma-nag-Tainga: the sequence of the ritual
process was the chieftain gathered men in the tribe to the ceremonial field
to do pre-hunting arrow worship, ear-shooting ceremony, meat-distribution,
bone worship ceremony, and gain report. Afterwards, tribal people would
have feast and wine together with music and dance.

3. The development status of Bunun Ma-naqg-Tainga: In order to attract people,
the government cooperated with the Bunun to hold Ma-naq-Tainga
ceremony performance, athletics competitions and ball games to promote

the value of local leisure sports and tourism industry.

Key words: traditional sport, Wujie tribe, Takituduh
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