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Abstract

At 06:02 a.m. on April 21, 1935, an earthquake measuring 7.1 on the Richter
scale hit central Taiwan, which caused 3,279 deaths and 11,976 injured. It was the
worst earthquake causing the most serious casualties in the history of Taiwan and the
disaster areas included Chikutod District, Chikunan District, Byoritsu District, and
Taiko District of Shinchiku Prefecture, and Tosei District, Toyohara District, and
Taiko District of Taicht Prefecture. Among the affected areas, the situation in Naiho
village, Kamioka village, and Kiyomizu town were the worst. Particularly at
Tuntzuchiao of Naiho village, Toyohara District, the death toll reached 440 people
suffered the most.

Documents related to Hsinchu-Taichung Earthquake includes official and
non-government publications, newspapers, Han poems recollections of the people of
the time, and diaries, etc.. As diaries are usually written on the day or the next day of
the event, they show the characteristics of immediate presentness and best represent
the unofticial civil positions. They are important; however, they tend to be neglected.
By using the diaries of Li-Chun Chang, Hsien-Tang Lin, and Wan-Cheng Huang as

examples, this study aims to explore diaries as historical materials and probe into
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their advantages, their uniqueness, and the limitation of the narratives on

earthquakes.

Keywords: Hsinchu-Taichunh Earthquake; Diaries; Li-Chun Chang; Hsien-Tang
Lin; Wan-Cheng Huang



