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The Cultural Changes of Rhodonite Stone Appreciation in Hualien Area
Abstract

Stone appreciation has a long history. Its changes and progress of development
are not only a kind of cultural representation but also a historical disclosure in Taiwan.
Because of Hualien’s specific geology, diverse mineral resources, anomalous stone
varieties, the local stone appreciation activities in Hualien are flourishing. Among
them, the rhodonite has long enjoyed a superior reputation and found favor in Chinese
and foreign stone lovers’ eyes. In retrospect of the growth of stone-appreciation
culture in Taiwan, literati and gentry have been playing significant roles in the course
of development in stone appreciation culture; they have taken the lead to push
forward the trends in the whole stone industry whether in quarrying, processing, or
admiring the beauty. This research, with focus on rhodonite, explored the cultural

development of stone appreciation in Hualien area.

According to the results of this research, the sharp decline in the output of
natural Rhodonite, economic factors, improvements of tools and changes of
sophistication in beauty appreciation and so on are all the decisive directions
influencing the developing period. Depending on the actual historical facts, the ways
of rhodonite appreciation mark off three historical epochs in the growth: 1) Highlight
in the beauty of colors in natural rhodonites. 2) Highlight in the beauty of textures in
rhodonite thickness (specifically prevailing from the year 1986 to 1995); rhodonite,
for the expansion of cutting machines at this stage, entered into a slice cutting period.
3) Highlight in the picturesque beauty of art (from 1995 to now), the main stream the

present day.

In conclusion, certain principles of stone appreciation in terms of the rhodonite
promotion could be suggested. It is expected that all circles, through the introspection
of the latent danger and difficulties in stone appreciation culture, could learn to make
most effective use of rhodonite within the reasonable use limit so that it could

sustained.

Key Words: , stone-appreciation culture, Hualien
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