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Abstract

The stone-appreciation culture has a long history. In Taiwan, under the
influence of Chinese traditional stone appreciation and the Japanese colonial era, this
culture has shown glamour and been splendid in times based on pursuing abundant

spiritual life that the literati and the gentry had been playing significant roles in.

As to stone-handicraft culture, it was based on pursuing plentiful material life,
and businessmen and politicians had been playing important roles in it. It has a special
connection with China as well. The industry of stone handicraft sprang up in 1970s
and had been up and down since then. Until the liberation of cross-strait ‘three links’,

the popularity of stone handicraft reappears.

This research aims to take the top four stone handicrafts which are Rhodonite,
Taiwan Jade, Rainbow Jade, and Taiwan Blue Chalcedony as example to redefine and
repackage the stone-handicraft culture under the route of the frequent cross-strait
interflows. Also, this research seeks to explore stone sculpture, another part of
stone-handicraft culture, to find out the splendid history and the facing predicament in

local development.

It is not an easy task to find a stage of sustainable development for natural stone
or hand-carved handicraft. This research was restricted by the limited literatures;
therefore, it took the in-depth interviews as the main study method and found out that
many problems exist in stone-handicraft industry, including mine source, producing
process, sales and promotion. ‘Tourist skin-peeled shop’ is a unique product of this

industry.

As for the development of stone-sculpture art, it still shows unstableness under
the effect of politic, economic and educational powers. It eagerly needs people who
care and authorities concerned to construct a prospective blueprint with love and build

a paradise of stone-handicraft culture in Hualien.
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