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Abstract

Located at the eastern part of Taiwan, Hwalian was regarded as a wild land during
Ching Dynasty (17~19"™ centuries). Originated from the Central Mountains of Taiwan, the
Chika Creek created a fertile plain near the Chian Shiang of Hwalian where one Amei tribe
had settled Until the middle period of the Ching Dynasty, not a mainlander had appeared
there. During Japanese occupation period of Taiwan, Japanese government had a policy to
migrate Japanese people to Taiwan, consequently the Chian Shiang of Hwalian became one
of the places proper for the new comers. Named after the Yousino of Shikoku in Japan, the
Yousino migration office was set up to offer assistance to the migrants of the three villages,
i.e., Yousino, Toyota, Hayashita. By the end of Daise period, these villages already had quite
a number of villagers.

In order to soothe new migrants from Japan, the colonial government built the roads,
water courses for irrigation, clinics, elementary schools, as well as religious centers. so as to
smooth migrants’ settlement process. The major belief of villagers was Shinshu of
Buddhism, therefor official religious centers set up by the migration office in the three
villages were based on that belief . However, there were some migrants of the Yousino
village who believed Shingonshu of Buddhism, therefore they built their own religious center
separately.

The Chingshuo court in Hwalian , formerly a Japanese religious center, was built in
1907 by migrants from the Shikoku in Japan whose belief was Shingonshu. The worship
route connecting 88 famous temples in the Shikoku was one of Japanese Buddhist s’ the
worship route important traditional activity places. To visit and worship 88 temples on foot
along the believers tried to memorize the great deeds of Buddhist Kukai. On the one hand,
the Chingshuo Court in Hwalian was influenced by the unigue species of early Japanese
religious buildings, and on the other hand its building style refiected changes in regional
climate which is unique in Taiwan. Form the standpoint of both religious cultured and
regional climate, it would be worthwhile to re-evaluate the architectural importance of the
Chingshuo Court.
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