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Transitional justice in 228 Incident:

the victimization of Chang Chi-lang.

K. C. Lee ", Shen Chao-chun™

Abstract
With Liu Zhi-ji’s Mirror rules in history , the historians have developed
the highest standards of history-writting . However, they often fail to achieved
the desired because of the internal limits and external pressures resulting from
value judgment and the change of environment.

The “Mirror” concept corresponds to Leopold Von Ranke’s rule of
“Evidences speak” (1795-1886).Sixty-two years after Taiwan’s 228 incident,
the search for the very truth of 228 incidents has been extremely difficult
since Taiwan society has experienced turmoil in shifting political powers
and conflicting historical argumentations.

Research in "228 Incident” is necessarily complicated in terms of its
historical and political settings. There are higher levels of political and
ideological struggles involved in the issue. Before Chen Yi's departure from
Taiwan, he commented on 228 Incident, saying that the major reason for the
tragedy : the Chinese government was" too loose on politics, too tight on
economics” in Taiwan. As what historian Dai Kuo-huei has pointed out,
Taiwanese people began to develop a long-time complex of "repression™ for
its own mother country, mainland China, after the incident. Unfortunately, the
complex has now been used as the ultimate tool for political manipulation
among groups of two extremes.

In the academic community of Taiwanese historical research, the
research in "228 incident" has become more than popular in the recent decade;

“K.C. Lee, Associate Professor of center of general education at Shih Hsin University.
“ Shen Chao-chun, Chief Editor of The Liberty Times.
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and yet the quest itself can never be free from the influences and pressures
from all sides. The victimization of Chang Chi-lang and his two sons, was the
most tragic example of the incident. This essay is trying to look at what had
actually happened and reconstruct the truth using the newly-discovered files
and information.

The other dimension of the essay is going to restate the "Right of
Speech™ for the victims' families, and to analyze the mindset of "Truth, no
hatred” from the Chang family's retrospection. Also, by further exploring the
meaning of historical "truth™ and "transitional justice”, the Chang's case is
therefore consolidated in the historical research of 228 Incident , the
significance of the three victims' legacy can be eventually justified.

Keywords: 228, Inciden, Chang Chi-lang, survivor’s sense of
massacre, Taiwanese elites, transitional justice, White

Terror
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