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Abstract

A Study of Local Cultural and Collective Memory
---A Case of Li-Tou-Dian  “Jute (Corchorus capsularis L.)Cultural”

As a way of discovering past, local historians from Li Tou Dian, Na-
Tun district, Taichungadvocate the conservation of the jute culture and
continue to develop related community activities and school native
teachings. The purpose of this research 1s to explore the social meaning of
the jute culture through analyzing the collective memory of the local
residents. The development, maintenance, and change of collective
memory is described in a narrative style and uses residents  past
experiences as reference.

During field research, many Jute farmers were interviewed. Based
upon the collective memory, the Jute cultural 1s recalled in four in
different forms . The first 1s to use as a kind of foods .The second 1s rope
making. The third 1s community building. And the fourth 1s the schooling
memory.

The Li-Tou Dian collective memory can be used as evidence of jute
cultural for the planned cultural museum and also gives more meaning to
the existence of the cultural museum.In addition,researchers can also see
the 1mportance of the jute cultural for the Li-Dian Dian
residents. Although the jute culture 1s a very part of their daily life, not
until this aspect was brought up 1in this research, they did seriously realize
the importance of this culture. The process of making ropes, washing
away the bitterness of the jute before cooking, community activities,
pressing flower, weaving jute, dyeing jute plants and local teachings are
evidence of the existence of the jute culture.

Keywords : Collective Memory ~ Narrative Style ~ Identification
Li-Tou-Dian - jute cultural -~ Nute
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