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ABSTRACT

The thesis focuses on diasporic experiences of four Hakka immigrants and their
everyday life in Hualien, Taiwan. Since leaving mother land as Mainland China for
forty years, they are still trying to keep contact with home in China even though the
home has been changed. However, immigrants’ life at the other home in Taiwan
seems to overflow with complicated emotion of untouchable nostalgia to mother land.
This research submits a significant point that once to be an stranger, the predicament
and struggling between change of home and itself represents stranger’s everyday life.
On the one face is a home immigrants moving to as a stranger, on the other face is
another home immigrants leaving for as a stranger again. How to place “home”
from the heart becomes a unknown, unspoken sadness. “Returning Home” as a

ritual accompanies nostalgia memory becoming immigrants’ whole story.

Keywords: Hakka, immigrant, nostalgia, diaspora
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