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MALE IMAGES IN THE ROMANTIC STORIES IN THE
CHUANQI GENRE OF THE TANG DYNASTY

CHOIPOKI*

Abstract  The chuangi %+ of the Tang 2 dynasty is a type of novel consciously
composed to shape male images therein through a variety of artistry such as
depiction of appearance, language, action and mental state. These novels build up a
rich profile of characters and present heterosexual love elegantly. Male images
therein are mostly young intellectuals pursuing love, yet under social and cultural
oppression they often sacrifice love for career and fortune. They may be intelligent
and passionate, but also weak, fickle and heartless — an archetype for love-story
male image in later times. The present paper traces the origin of such image
through a combined analysis of its characteristics, artistry and the Tang dynasty
social context, filling a hole in the social and literary study of masculinity.

Keywords Romantic novels, male image, artistry

*  The author is a graduate of the M.A. in Chinese Language and Literature programme at The University
of Hong Kong.



