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The Portrayal of Characters of Katherine Paterson’ s Young Adult Novels
Tzu-Ting Liao
Abstract
The purpose of this study is to analyze the portrayal of characters of Katherine

Paterson’ s young adult novels. For this purpose, text analysis is adopted as

the method of this research. The novels of this study are 7he Great G111y Hopkins,

Bridge to Terabithia, Jacob Have [ Loved, and Lyddie. The Findings are as follow:

1. The external description of characters: The author is good at using metaphor
to describe a person’ s appearance. The author shows feelings and
personalities of characters through describing characters’ movements and
conversations.

2. The inner description of characters: The author shows feelings of characters
through monologue, implies characters’ emotions through describing scenery,
and compares characters’ personalities through describing events.

3. The characteristic of writing: The author is focusing on the main character.
The personality for each character is unique. The author is using monologue

to inspire adolescent in specific way.

Key words : Katherine Paterson - Young adult novels - Portrayal of characters
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Novels

Sign of the Chrysanthemum, 1973.

Of Nightingales That Weep, 1974.

The Master Puppeteer, 1975.

Bridge to Terabithia, 1977.

The Great Gilly Hopkins, 1978.

Jacob Have [ Loved, 1980.

Kebels of the Heavenly Kingdom, 1983.

Come Sing, Jimmy Jo, 1985.

Park” s Quest, 1988.

Lyddie, 1991.

Flip - Flop Girl, 1994.

Jip, His Story, 1996.

Preacher” s Boy, 1999.

The Same Stuff as Stars, 2002.

Bread and Roses, Too, 2006.

Japanese

The Crane Wife by Sumiko Yagawa, 1981.

The Tongue-Cut Sparrow by Momoko Ishii, 1987.

Translations

Russian

The Great Gilly Hopkins by Lur’ e, 1982.

Jacob have [ Loved by Natalia Trauberg, 2001.

Bridge to Terabithia by Natalia Trauberg, 2003.

Christmas Short Stories

collections

Angels & Other Strangers - Family Christmas
Stories, 1979.

Star of Night © Stories for Christmas, 1980.
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A Midnight Clear : Stories for the Christmas
Season, 1995.

Picture Story Books

Tale of the Mandarin Ducks, 1990.

The King™ s Equal, 1996.

The Angel and the Donkey, 1996.

Gelia and the Sweet, Sweet Water, 1998.

The Wide- Awake Princess, 2000.

Blueberries for the Queen, 2004.

[-Can-Read & Chapter
Books

Marvin' s Best Christmas Present Ever, 199T7.

The Smallest Cow in the World, 1998.

The Filed of the Dogs, 2001.

Marvin One Too Mmany, 2001.

Non- Fiction & Essays

Gates of Fxcellence - On Keading and Writing Books
for Children, 1981.

Consider the Lilies - Plants of the Bible, 1986.

The Spying Heart - More Thoughts on Reading and
Writing Books for Children, 1989.

A Sense of Wander : On Reading and Writing Books
for Children, 1995.
(combined text of Gates of Excellence and The

Spyinf Heart)

Who am I 7, 1992.

The Invisible Child - On Keading and Wri ting Books
for Children, 2001.

(F 4L &k : http://www. terabithia. com)

199



R At PR T R TR TR

TR BEE

0f Nightingales That Weep,
1974.

* ALA Notable Children’ s Books 1974
X Phoenix Award Children’ s

Literature Association 1994

The Master Puppeteer, 1975.

* ALA Notable Children’ s Books 1976
X School Library Journal Best Book of
Spring 1976

* National Book Award for Children’ s
Literature 1977

X Edgar Allen Poe Special Award,
Mystery Writers of A merica 1977

X Citation from The Puppeteers of

America, Inc. 1978

Bridge to Terabithia, 1977.

* ALA Notable Children’ s Books 1977
X School Library Journal Best Book of
1977

X Newbery Medal 1978

* Lewis Carrol Shelf Award 1978

% Janusz Korczak Medal (Poland) 1981
¥ Silver Pencil Award (Netherlands)
1981

* Le Grand Prix des Jeunes Lecturs

(France) 1986
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X Colorado Blue Spruce Young Adult
Book Award 1986

The Great Gill Hopkins, 1978.

X School Library Journal Best Book of
1978

* ALA Notable Children’ s Books 1978
X Christopher Award 1979

* Honor Book, Jane Addams Children’ s
Book Awards 1979

* Newbery Honor Award 1979

* National Book Award 1979

Jacob Have [ Loved, 1980.

* Best of the 80" s ( ALA Booklist)
* Best of the 80" s YA Novels ( Enflish
Journal )

X School Library Journal Best Book of
1980

* ALA Notable Children” s Books
1976-1980

X Newbery Medal 1981

KRebels of the  Heavenly
Kingdom, 1983.

% Parents’ Choice Award

* NCSS_CBC Notable Children’ s Trade
Book in the Field of Social Studies
* Child Study Association Children’ s
Books of the Year

Come Sing, Jimmy Jo, 198b.

X Parents’ Choice Award
X School Library Journal Best Book
* CCBC Xhoice Booklist Editors’
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Choice

X Library of Congress Books for
Children

* CCBC Choice

* Child Study Association Children’ s

8 |The Tongue-Cut Sparrow, 1987.|Books of the Year
* IRA-CBC Children’ s Choice
* NCSS_CBC Notable Children’ s Trade
Book in the Field of Social Studies
% Parents’ Choice Award
* The Horn Book Fanfare Honer List
* Child Study Association Children’ s
Books of the Year
X Library of Congress Books for
Children

9 |Park’ s Quest, 1988. X Learning Choice
* TRA-CBC Children’ s Choice
* NCSS_CBC Notable Children’ s Trade
Book in the Field of Social Studies
* American Bookseller Pick of the
Lists
* Booklist Editors” Choice
* American Bookseller Pick of the

The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks,
10 Lists

1990.

X The New York Times Ten Best

[11lustrated Books
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X Boston Globe / Horn Book Picture Book

Award 1991

11

Lyddie, 1991.

* IBBY Honor Book

* American Bookseller Pick of the
Lists

* ALA Notable Children’ s Book

* ALA Best Book for Young Adults

* Honor Book of the International

Board of Books for Young People 1994

12

Flip-Flop Girl, 1994.

* ALA Notable Children’ s Book

X School Library Journal Best Book
X American Bookseller Spring Pick of
the Lists for Middle Readers

X New York Public Library-100 titles

for Reading and Sharing

13

Jip, His Story, 1996.

* Parents’ Choice 1996 Story Book
Award

X The Scott 0° Dell Award for
Historical Fiction 1997

X Parents’ Choice 1999 Paperback Book

Honor

14

Preacher’ s Boy, 1999.

* Parents’ Choice 1999 Story Award
X Jefferson Cup of Virginia Liberary

Association

15

The Same Stuff as Stars, 2003.

X Co-winner of the Paterson Prize 2003

X Honor Book for The Red Mitten, Judy
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Lopez Memorial, and Jane Addams

16

Breads and Koses, 7Too, 2006.

% Parents’ Choice Gold Medal, Fall
2006, Historical Fiction

X Christopher Aared 2006

* VOYA” s 2006 Top Shelf Fiction for
Middle School Readers

* Notable Social Studies Trade Book
for Young People 2007

* Bank Street Best Children’ s Books
of the Year 2007

X New York Public Library Best Books
for Teen Age 2007

(FHEXm P L% EEEE)
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