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Evolution of the Sea Legends and Rituals of
the Ami Tribe

Yi-Ching Li*
Abstract

< The Ami Tribe of Hualien’s Ji An Township (Vol. 2) > mentioned that the
immortal child told the Ami tribe to perform four major rituals a year in order to
receive blessing from the gods. However, three of the rituals, the Meashudis
(fishing ritual), Malishen (sports ritual), and Paishen (harvest ritual), can be easily
confused in the oral conveyance and activities of the rituals.

These three rituals are related to two legends passed down by the Ami tribe.
One is the story of the Island of Woman, which explains the origins behind the sea
rituals, and is related to the Meashudis ritual, which is different from the type of
fishing ritual that is performed after marriage celebrations or funerals. The second
is the story of Mei Luen Mountain, which explains how the Ami people train
themselves to organize according to age and work together to keep evildoers at bay.
This has evolved into sea rituals and the Paishen. Sports are necessary events in the
rituals, and the primary members are organized by age.

The stories of Mei Luen Mountain and the Island of Woman are both used to
explain the origins of the Ami tribe’s sea rituals. Therefore, this study employs a
chronological system to separate three major groups and analyze how each group
explains sea rituals so that the plot becomes more rationalized and immortalized.
This will thereby demonstrate unique group characteristics. Also, contemporary
recordings can be used to portray the modern face of sea rituals.

Key words: Ami, sea ritual, Mei Luen Mountain, Island of Woman, age group

* Lecturer, Center of General Education, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and
Management.
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