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Abstract

This study researches the environmental issue through the analysis of a case study,
in attempt to find the underlying causes of the problems of conflicts within such issues.
Therefore, the case of “Coastal Resort Development Project at Qixingtan” in
Shing-Cheng Township, Hualien County, was selected as the case to study. The
researcher conducted a stakeholder and environmental issues analysis. The findings
show that there were many conflicts between development and environmental
protection, competitions between personal and public interests. Different interests of
stakeholders were affected by their values and standpoints.

This study employed secondary data and stakeholder interviews to analyze the
aspects of stakeholders’ composition, standpoints, values, and influences in terms of
various stages of the Coastal Resort Development Project at Qixingtan. The results
show that, first, different stakeholders were unable to reach consensus during the
environmental impact assessment (EIA) period. Second, the public, in general without
any participation opportunity in decision-making processes, are difficult in obtaining
relevant information. As a result, they tried alternative solutions outside of official
systems. Third, the existing EIA law does not provide sufficient protection on
environmentally sensitive areas. Therefore, developers can find ways of evading EIA
regulations and procedures. Fourth, scenic coastal regions are often nature disaster
sensitive areas. However, developers usually concern only about economic profits of
tourism development, rather than environmental protection and tourists’ safety. The
government authorities should treat public interests as priority. However, the Hualien

County Government’s position was really controversial in this particular case.

Keyword : environmental issues, stakeholders involvement, standpoint, value, conflict
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