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The Japanese Army and Navy Airfields in Taiwan
during the World War II

Hung, Chih-wen*

Abstract

In the history of modern Taiwan, there were more than 60 airfields built, including
those under construction, by the Japanese Navy and Army on the island of Taiwan
before the end of the World War II (WWII). Most of these airfields were located in the
southern and central Taiwan, along with some in the northern and eastern regions of the
island. During the WWILI, the Japanese military planed to build these airfields as much as
possible, because they believed that Taiwan can be an unsinkable aircraft carrier which
was a perfect airbase for the Japanese airplanes. In the present study, through the overlay
analysis between aerial photos and historical maps in the historical archives, we identify
45 Army airfields (including those under construction) and 19 Navy airfields on the island

of Taiwan.
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