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The Ethnic and Cultural Reconstruction

of the Sakizay
Jen-Huang Yang *

Abstract

The Sakizaya recently was officially recognized as Taiwan’s 13th
indigenous group by the Executive Yuan. The Sakizaya is considered
the smallest indigenous tribe, because they were dispersed and forced
to blend with the Ami tribe (with approximately 160,000 people) after
the 1878 Takobowan Incident. From then on, the Sakizaya has
gradually lost their language, customs, ritual, and social structure, and
they have even being miscategorized as the Ami. After more than a
century’s effort, on 17 January 2007, the Executive Yuan finally
recognized the Sakizaya as the 13th indigenous group. Due to its
unique cultural, political, social, and economic features, the Sakizaya’s
struggle for tribal autonomy is considered a distinct and influential
movement for indigenous people. Therefore, this paper will discuss the
Sakizaya’s cultural reconstruction.

However, the traditional cultures of the Sakizaya people, including
language, hand craft, dance, religious ritual, kakita'an, fishing, hunting,
davek for the youth, class of age, tribal organization, yearly worship

activities, and festivals, are facing the crisis of extinction. Thus, this

* Associate Professor ,Director of Department & Graduate School Of Public Affairs
and Management,Kainan University
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paper urges the government bear responsibility to preserve the Sakizaya
culture. If the davek system can be reconstructed, the Sakizaya culture
would be easily revived and the tribe people would be able to

The challenge from glocalization not only helps indigenous people
to trace their cultural roots but also revives their ethnic identity, which
creates a new market for indigenous culture. This paper advocates the
Sakizaya people should embrace the ideas of competitiveness and
tolerance and dedicate to promoting harmony among different ethnic
tribes, and these efforts will lead to the effective reconstruction of the

Sakizaya culture.

Keywords : Sakizaya > dabek ~ ethnocentrism °

387



A AL G 2T B

388



