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Metaphors about the Life in the Taiwanese Dialect through

Pop Song Lyrics

Wen-Chin TU
National Hsinchu University of Education

This article is aimed at using Cognitive Linguistics to analyze the metaphors
and the lyrical content of pop songs. The songs are in the Taiwanese dialect and the
study focuses on the effects of lyrics with people’s view in life for the past 2 decades.
(1990-2010).To begin with, two important theories will be introduced: Conceptual
Metaphor Theory and Blending Theory. Afterwards, these two theories will be
discussed and applied to the analysation of the pop songs. Based on the results, we
can discover some of the most common metaphors in the pop songs are derived from
authors’ personal life experiences and their view of life. At last, the metaphors about
life are a mapping of people’s view of life. The mapping is based on the similarities
of concrete metaphors and the abstract view of life. In other words, people use their

ideas about concrete concepts to help them know more about the abstract.

Key words: cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphor theory, blended theory,

Taiwanese dialect pop song lyrics, life



60 % ~ 4x



	趙艷芳. 2001.《認知語言學概論》。上海：上海外語教育出版社。

