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Farmland Weeds and Preservation of Biodiversity in

Taiwan

Mou-Yen Chiang

Taiwan Agricultural Chemicals and Toxic Substances Research Institute, Council
of Agriculture Executive Yuan.

Abstract

Weeds are wild plants under disturbed environment, with potential of causing
production harm if prevail in cropped area. This group of wild plants is also
important for agricultural biodiversity. Many weed species can be used directly or
developed as vegetable, medicinal herb, forage, groundcover and other type of
economic plant. Farmland weeds provide food and shelter for numerous other
wild species birds, insects and microorganisms. They also provide important
ecological functions such as regulating pests/pathogens and preserving soil and
water. Weeds are also used in monitoring environmental changes. They are refer
to as “ key species” in habitat for their multiple roles on the farmland. They can be
indispensable for many related species. More than 600 weed species happy on
Taiwan’s farmland, account for around 14% of entire local flora. Farmland weeds
include 130 non-indigenous species that invaded into orchards and idle fields.
Most weeds are belong to Gramineae, Compositae, Leguminosae, Cyperaceae,
Polygonaceae, Euphorbiaceae, Convolvulaceae, Labiatae, Scrophulariaceae,
Amaranthaceae, Malvaceae, Umbelliferae and Rubiaceae. Paddy weeds are
mostly aquatic or moisture tolerant plants that distinctly different from upland
weeds Farmland weeds have changed considerably in the past 40 years. Major
factors causing the changes are herbicide use and invasion of alien species. These
two factors could seriously harm our environment and biodiversity. For
conservation of biodiversity, weed management on farmland should emphasis on
reduce herbicide use, compatible with environment and integrates agricultural
landscape.

Key words : weed, wild plant, exotic plant, agricultural landscape, biodiversity
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Fig. 1. Total biomass of weed flora were primarily contributed by noxious species.
Of the 330 species surveyed, 80% of the entire biomass were from 40
species.

163



Fe Ly WGBSR = 0D F ) 62 %] 180 A S F B AR -
Table 1. Agricultural weeds used for herb medicines in Taiwan. 180 species are

liseted under 62 families.
Acanthaceae( RIR[) © A4 250 2 g g &ﬁg

Aizoaceae ( R[) WLl ~ A

Amaranth Eﬁf (pLE[E]) * 4o *ﬁﬂ“l . IE;’IHL[J CSEHIE
Araceae (—\’ﬁ'ﬁﬂ*l) At - Basellaceae (L%,%%I)

Boraginaceae (E1%]) : JL o E)

Campanulaceae ( JFEI%[) #g;g_] . «E@fg %JT Lae o [ A5

Capparaceae (|| *l) ITUJt = Caryophyllaceae( (TR © ARpI
Chenopodlaceae( %l) f g ™ Commellnaceae (F‘ IE]I%[) q‘éﬂ?’ﬁ[ FIE'“‘ 2
Compositae (34%E[): ' L N ”FL'J  BYIEE U ﬁ‘ﬂ [
;.;FL g;{ v*f ﬂlﬁlgi BAsE -~ 2 z,% # é*' g
L 3%1 : ﬂ%‘ i~ HE R 34 - Eﬁf U ‘hjﬁ'ﬁ _éﬂj A
Convolvulaceae (52 R v&uit Crassulaceae ( J*\*I) ?ﬁlé' I~

Cruciferae (~I—JT l) ’Et}witﬁﬁ'ji Cucurbltaceae(ﬁ%%*) q‘ﬁ
Cyperaceae (/j,?'lf[) @ﬂé FﬂB@L Dennstaedtiaceae ( W[) i ﬂi

Euphorbiaceae (*fB&]) : - F[?ﬁ*% FUERRIET ~ RO~ AP ~ BEAR N S
GEL

G KAE]): 2 t B S~ T~ R AL T

ramineae (* %4 &|) : ﬁi{?[ T%Lé’ l&lj%‘% \ %}; J;l sl PR AL IR F

Guttiferae (LAR[) @ #YZ1 £ Hydrocharltaceae (VJ‘WI) i

Labiatae (BYE[) ﬂ’ﬁ%ﬂ afuﬂ’fl \**' £y ﬁﬂfﬁ;?’,?‘ Ef E=E FK i

Leguminosae (p*[) *ﬁﬁl TIA ?’ H%E [aﬁ gjﬁﬂ[ %VE %jgﬁ :

l[:r-r /_\ 1 ;Jt E1 (e g 5L_1' N

&ﬁfyé[ ;@% FIFt Fi T %ﬁ F[F[ 5 A i

Lemnaceae (F&E) : ¥ ~ E_lllaceae( 1EE]) «F[F lféfl

Lindsaeaceae (P& #gE]) : er‘;# Lythraceae (—”{f'nt*l) frm

Malvaceae (FIZeE[) © 2~ 7% - 'E'%QJEﬁTL E“iféﬁj ﬂj E'%QJE Lo EARETE S

Melastomataceae (5 :HEI*J%I) PEEE] - Meliaceae (ﬁaﬂ) Moraceae (%) : 5

Myrtaceae (1 #8R][) : #~= f# - Onagraceae (& % X]) : J“ I[N

Orobanchaceae (wgfé i«[) 3T~ Oxalidaceae ([IEEEETR]) : ]‘ Eﬁy*?'

Parkeriaceae (7 f fie Passﬁloraceae (p‘l BE[) : = p ool

Polygonaceae (HE|[) : £ 155 s LA P tederlaceae (4~ T“*l) 15

Portulacaceae (E#5ELR]) : “'?—*FF ~ Pl pL

Pteridaceae (B%='HR]) : E'Yt fﬂf]ﬁ%\ 'F?f" B e~ T i

Ranunculaceae (=% B1R[) : 7 &1 ~ #+ jﬂ

Rosaceae (BB %]) : #7 £ ~ %) ~ B0

Rub|acea9f?'lﬂ) AR r%%TEIE'I . %i?%:@'ﬁ'l ~ R 2 AL

Rutaceae (3. Fi%[) - [l - Sapindaceae (%Rt "®]) : {957 - Saururaceae (= FIF1%]) : 5y
iy

Scrophulariaceae (F¢=2&[) : A< & ~ [ [FRBFA ~ 1 FE Aﬁﬁ»ﬂ” BN ET ~ =T
Selaginellaceae (%fﬁ;’ﬁ:‘]) : g;ﬁéﬁfl ~ FEE A Slmaroubaceae (AR : ’r“%’«]
Solanaceae (ALE[) : AFEELT ~ T2 - enocleaceae (7 if?j%[) 4\;22\3:

Sterculiaceae (J[aﬁf'[[*[) Hdﬁﬁﬁf i3 E‘é‘,é& Thymelaeaceae (ﬁﬂ*l) nfé
Tiliaceae (F' I’T;[) ]” Hz?' Ulmaceae (aE[) = [
Umbelliferae ﬁﬁ/f% ﬁjﬁ: “ T ?ﬁ*’h@ FL,F E = AL @ﬁ“&éﬁgﬂﬁz

Urtlcaceae(j}ﬁ’ﬂ*l) J,{( Jﬂ?fk ﬁ%ﬂal
Verbenaceae {E#IE1 &) : Ay \ﬂjiw]k FEHETED ~ F A ?‘flﬁu [aJ:E

Vitaceae (BYER]) : Fl?ﬁﬁh eI~ B arEy Zygophyllaceae( #J% lif%

240 IR (1986-2001) HRgEMfsl L
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Table 2. Farmland weeds grouped under families, figures associated with each
family are number of weed species and all species listed in Flora of
Taiwan (2" edition).

Acanthaceae -4 %[ (7/38)
Actinidiaceae -%?Jﬁéﬁ?ﬁ[ (1/9)
Aizoaceae -/ 1 %[ (3/3)
Alismataceae -5 15 %] (2/5)
Amaranthaceae -51%| (15/22)
Anacardiaceae -J&#%[ (1/9)
Apocynaceae -7 THE] (1/17)
Araceae -~ B[ (3/40)
Asclepiadaceae -H&if%| (1/18)
Athyriaceae -2 §&E| (2/57)
Azollaceae -3[131,{‘7%[ (/1)
Basellaceae -7%2%| (1/2)
Boraginaceae - %1%] (4/26)
Callitrichaceae -~]< i #&| (1/3)
Campanulaceae -ﬁ,f{lﬁ] (4/16)
Capparaceae -['[#f{%| (3/10)
Caprifoliaceae - 2. ¥ &| (1/25)
Caryophyllaceae -7 | 77| (8/33)
Ceratophyllaceae - £ fiii%| (2/3)
Chenopodiaceae -#%| (6/9)
Commelinaceae -P%%E'IEI (7/19)
Compositae -3%| (69/241)
Convolvulaceae -5={%%| (19/48)
Crassulaceae - =%[ (2/19)
Cruciferae - 9 [%| (5/31)
Cucurbitaceae -fit[E%| (9/22)
Cyperaceae -7} 1% (36/175)
Dennstaedtiaceae -fff#7=| (3/29)
Dioscoreaceae -#¥%| (1/16)
Elatinaceae -iﬁﬁé’éfil (1/2)
Equisetaceae -1 %] (2/2)
Eriocaulaceae -ZAHE1E] (2/7)
Euphorbiaceae -*-fi5%| (20/89)

Gentianaceae -f&jE%| (1/32)
Gleicheniaceae -BL[ IE] (1/9)
Gramineae -+~ 4 %| (96/290)
Guttiferae -&a3f"%] (1/21)
Hydrocharitaceae --[<gi%| (4/11)
Iridaceae -Ey='E[ (1/6)
Juncaceae 5 “E1%E[ (1/10)
Labiatae -FE[ (19/72)
Leguminosae - [/ %[ (46/218)
Lemnaceae -15#: %[ (3/5)
Liliaceae -F 1 %[ (5/48)
Lindsaeaceae -[/#:iA| (1/17)
Lythraceae - 'y{ 2t &| (6/13)
Malvaceae -#/Z%[ (10/26)
Marsileaceae -#:%| (1/1)
Melastomataceae -f54+ 2 E[ (1/20)
Meliaceae -fif%| (1/10)
Menispermaceae -[# 1E| (2/13)
Molluginaceae -5u-K £1%| (2/4)
Moraceae -5%%| (4/48)
Myrsinaceae -Z<& - & (1/27)
Myrtaceae -#~ & [#%| (1/12)
Najadaceae -3 %[ (1/7)
Oleaceae -7 =#%[ (1/19)
Oleandraceae -] (1/5)
Onagraceae -H][[8t 2 %[ (6/23)
Ophioglossaceae -#¥5i#x | £1%| (1/9)
Orchidaceae -f#%| (1/336)
Orobanchaceae -3[[#;%[ (1/4)
Oxalidaceae -[IE£¥E1 %[ (3/5)
Parkeriaceae -“[<w&| (1/1)
Passifloraceae -1 %| (2/5)

Fumariaceae -5 £/%[ (1/10)

Piperaceae -#JW?E[ (1/15)
Plantaginaceae -1 ji%| (2/5)
Plumbaginaceae -E=5%] (1/3)
Polygonaceae %%]| (20/46)
Pontederiaceae -] % (L% (2/2)
Portulacaceae -fLH#iFL%E[ (4/5)
Potamogetonaceae -f5l=s" & (4/9)
Primulaceae -¥5% [L%| (1/14)
Pteridaceae -8 ' K| (4/45)
Ranunculaceae -=° %[ (6/46)
Rosaceae -Z; #%| (7/111)
Rubiaceae -f‘,i%’l*i[ (10/103)
Rutaceae -2 %5 %[ (1/33)
Salviniaceae -3 8% (1/1)
Sapindaceae - 4= & (1/9)
Saururaceae -= [ IE1E] (1/2)
Schizaeaceae -1a £7%| (2/4)
Scrophulariaceae -3 2%| (17/73)
Selaginellaceae -& ff1%| (2/16)
Simaroubaceae -7, + %[ (1/3)
Solanaceae -7ji%| (8/35)
Sphenocleaceae - #AARTE (1/1)
Sterculiaceae ﬁﬁr‘dﬁi (2/6)
Thelypteridaceae - & B %] (3/49)
Thymelaeaceae -fﬁ”‘, | (1/10)
Tiliaceae -|' l'ﬁﬁi[ 3/14)
Ulmaceae ﬁ?ﬁ[ (1/12)
Umbelliferae -#t#%[ (10/36)
Urticaceae %'ﬁ‘k[ (5/65)
Verbenaceae - LIS E[ (7/37)
Violaceae -£/ 4 %[ (5/19)
Vitaceae -#15%E] (4/21)
Zygophyllaceae -% Z%| (1/3)

FEE VR oS R SR T (1968) 7% (1982) A% (2000) 7 77% (2003) -
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Table 3. Top 20 most frequently occurred exotic weeds of orhard (A),idle field (B),

intercrop (C) and reparian (D) in lowland.

Exotic plant A+ . B C , D .
DAt el Sl R

Ageratum conyzoides L. (E=# #l) R09 R0O9 R12
Ageratum houstonianum Mill. (£ TL% ) RO4 RO4 RO8 RI11
Alternanthera philoxeroides (Mart) Griseb. (o3BT E) R16
Amaranthus lividus L. ([/'# 551 %) R14 R05
Amaranthus patulus Bertoloni (7 El) R12 R18
Amaranthus viridis L. (B5EL7¢) RO6 RO6 R10 RI14
Aster subulatus Michaux var. subulatus (75| %) R16 R03 R02 RO06
Basella alba L. (743%) o R15
Bidens pilosa L. var. radiata Sch. (*Téﬁﬁlﬂ R0O1 ROl R04 ROl
Brachiaria mutica  (Forssk.) Stapf (* l}j?'l) RO2
Chenopodium ambrosioides L. (E,\zh) R20
Chloris barbata Sw. (& [Z%1) R19 R19 RI16
Conyza bonariensis  (L.) Crong. (3_Y" [f53%) R16
Conyza canadensis  (L.) Crong. var. canadensis (V155 3%) R13 R13 R11 RI18
Conyza sumatrensis _ (Retz.) Walker (E5'[Z#)) R02 R02 RO1 RI13
Crassocephalum crepidioides  (Benth.) S. Moore (fZ2F[1%1) RO5 RI10 RO3
Cynodon plectostachyum  (Schum.) Pilger.  (E/ E,'l)' RO7
Digitaria sanguinalis  (L.) Scop. (E5) R03 RO5 R14 RO08
Galinsoga quadriradiata Ruiz & Pav. t‘;{"i’:E ) R17
Gnaphalium purpureum L. (E3#E]) R17 RO6
Ipomoea triloba L. (&7 (&g =7) R11
Lantana camara L. (EA5%]) R18
Leucaena leucocephala  (Lam.) de Wit (FL5 #) R10
Mikania micrantha Kunth (/] T-EnE ) ‘ R08
Mimosa diplotricha C. Wright ex Sauvalle (G &% 1) R17
Mimosa pudica L. (3% 1) ' RO9
Panicum maximum jacq (*%& o~ ATED R10 RO7 R20
Paspalum conjugatum Bergius (f+='%1) RO7 RI11 R12
Pennisetum purpureum Schumach. (54%") R20 RO4
Physalis angulata L. (45&&%") R17 R15
Pluchea sagittalis (Lam.) Cabera (%« [ 359) RO8 R13
Rhynchelytrum repens  (Willd.) C. E. Hubb. ("= 1) R20 RO3
Ricinus communis L. (Ble) R15
Rumex maritimus L. GH¥| "F' =) R15 RO7
Sesbania cannabiana  (Retz.) Poir (F' 1§ I) R12 RO5
Soliva anthemifolia  (Juss.) R. Brown ex Less. (B &3 R14  R09
Spermacoce latifolia Aubl. (/%! e {, ) R19
Tridax procumbens L. (S43%) R19
Vicia dasycarpa Ten. (““'H ) R18
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Table 4. Ten most frequently surveyed weeds in upland and paddy fields in the

i

GWIRE U S R L
(%= 2002)

0 #Ei

A B A

1960s.

FEET EFE(R] £) Scientific name “<F'I(paddy)% F'F'!(upld)%
HE LR Alternanthera sessilis 26.2 -
HIFLGLED Amaranthus spinosus - 13.8
EEpL (pLZ() Amaranthus viridis - 30.4

ARG Ageratum connyzoides - 37.3
TR (30E) Eclipta prostrata 24.6 -
S E @ EED Cyperus difformis 53.0 -
AR P ETE) Cyperus iria - 15.1
A= @pEED) Cyperus rontundus - 27.2
A BN FPEIE) Fimbristylis miliacea 29.5 -
IRIT (TP ETE]) Kyllinga brevifolia - 13.6
TRIHE (N BE) Euphorbia hirta - 26.4
A R R A E]) Digitaria sericea - 173
??ﬁﬂgiﬁ»‘({ %) Echinochloa crus-galli 69.1 -
T IEN R AR Eleusine indica - 50.3
HIR <555 2°(7 Wl %)) Rotala indica 18.9 -
PR 0y (=R Monochoria vaginalis 68.3 -
LA AR Portulaca oleracea - 27.1
e (0 32 R) Dopatrium junceum 31.4 -
BB (J B2 R]) Vandellia cordifolia 25.9 -
NS Lindernia procumbens 22.7

AT L T (1968) - A=l | I%@* A 5T WK 879 % 3032 %k
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Table 5. Change of paddy weeds in central Taiwan since the 1960s.
FTEENE) Scientific name 1961-66 1981-82 1992 2002
B GLED Alternanthera sessilis e - - -
,j‘ﬁlr; WETBEIR]) Cyperus difformis +++++ At R R
HIE (& £ E]) Echinochloa crus-galli +H+t+ ++ -
fﬂﬁlf B TSR] Monochoria vaginalis fH+4++ +++
BB (3O7) Eclipta prostrata ++++ - - -
e (PPETE]) Fimbristylis miliacea 4+ R
R (Fz=RE]) Lindernia procumbens FH++ A AR
T EEEEED Eleocharis acicularis A - -
I EHETR]) Schnoenoplectus juncoides +++ ++ + +
F 175 (BEE]) Marsilea quadrifolia ++ - - -
LT IR Ammannia baccifera - +H++
ZIEAFL HIEE]) - Ammannia mutiflora - +H+ A At
’ﬁiH~ TPEIFPEIR])  Cyperus iria - - ++ +++
T ES(FHE]) Leptochloa chinensis - + + +
EREE T (J=E]) Lindernia anagallis - F+++ 4
FPNRIE (F 2 E]) Lindernia dubia - - - ++
‘“—i"éfﬂﬁgfﬁl(v‘:ﬂ:fﬁl) Paspalum distichum - - - -
AUOPFET(THIZER])  Rotala indica - +HHE b +
j’«xﬁFﬁ(iﬁ% bASl) Sagittaria trifolia - + - -
LEECCHAEIED) - Sphenoclea zeylanica - - + +

1) 2% #5k ¢ - =0-2.5%, + = 2.5-5%, ++ = 5-10%, +++ = 10-20%, ++++ = 20-40%,

+++++ = >40% o

2) PHTE IR r 1961-66=279, 1981-82=190, 1992=231, 2002=399 -
3) 1961-66 E}’?H/ I D R (1968), H AR SV HLRLBETIOVR -
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