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Research of Tribalism among Northern Group of Amis
Nowadays---Taking Cikasuan Tribe as an Example

Abstract

This research is to understand the tribalism of northern group of Amis people
who are staying in Cikasuan Tribe. Through annual major gatherings e.g. Harvest
Festival or Fishing Festival, or practicing the traditional daily life etiquettes, the
coherence of tribe will be improved and the multivariate culture of indigenous
characteristic will also be exposed. Traditional hunting and annual worship for
agricultural activities need to be proceeded by the special unit- Male social class
group.

Since 1960, the economy in Taiwan had arisen and young males in the tribes
started to leave their community and gradually moved to urban area for work. There
were more difficulties for Male social class group to run. The structure became loose
and the management class of the tribes became weaker. The population of the tribes
decreased, and recruiting of male age class had stopped. The key group of tribe, which
is the organization of male age classes, became part of history after the mid 1980s.
The classes of different age so far gradually shrink as the time goes and the gaps
between the core members from generations are wider. Further more, the mid-age
groups move to big cities for work ; the education level and the social economical
status in tribes go down. Indigenous people in tribes couldn’t compete with the Hans
in real life. The self-confidence of whole group declined, so did the tribalism. Even
some of Amis people deny that they are themselves as Amis.

This research is to discuss that the tribalism of Amis people in Cikasuan Tribe

lost their land and tradition because of the intervention of government’s power and
economical factors. After urban indigenous people are back to mother tribe, they lost
the relationship and connection with the land. The local cultural identity declined after

generations and generations. The traditional worship ceremony, public affairs
and the religious view is interfered by the western religion and civil group, so the tribe
culture gradually vanished, the structure of traditional social units became fragile, and
the tribalism of young group is losing. According to the fact that the self-identity of
Cikasuan Tribal insight, tribal elite business planning to return home and trying to

revitalize the traditional tribal culture and help tribe people to find their glory back.

Key word: Amis, Northern Group of Amis, Cikasuan, Ethnic identity, Tribal business
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