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Abstract

During Japanese Colonial Period, the Taiwan Governor- General's Office started to
establish the “Japanese Immigrant Villages™ in eastern Taiwan from the 43rd year of
the Meiji period (1910) , with the purpose of providing suitable land for Japanese
farmers to settle. The Japanese colonial government built the three immigration
villages, such as Yoshino (Jiyeh) Village, Toyota ( Fengtien)Village and Hayashida
(Lintien)Village in Hualien harbor Sub-prefecture. The Yoshino Immigrant Village,
which consisted of 327 households with 1,694 residents, was the largest in scale of all

three villages.

This paper focuses on Shimizu Tribe of Yoshino Village (called Fu-Sing Villiage
today) as a case study. By collecting historical information, official statistics, field
research, senior interviews and comparisons with household information during
Japanese Colonial Period and “The Settlement Configuration of the Shimizu Area”, I
have attempted to reconstruct a portrait of the life in Shimizu Tribe during Japanese
Colonial Period. Furthermore, this paper examines the history of a new frontier: how
this particular settlement of 125 households of Japanese farmers and 80-some
households of Taiwanese sharecroppers living in segregation and suffering rampant
endemic diseases and epidemics, was able to develop from complete wilderness to
productive farms supplemented by government-provided public facilities, to finally
become “The Yoshino Model Village” in the eye of the Taiwan Governor-General’s
Office.

According to research, neither Shimizu Tribe’s immigration nor its farming area
was the largest within Yoshi Village (among Miyamae, Shimizu, and Caofen).
However, its rice, tobacco, and vegetables were among the highest. The economic
conditions of Shimizu Tribe were thus preceded only by Miyamae Tribe, which had
the largest farming area and the most immigrants. In addition, the agricultural
processing industry of dried banana chips and the native Hualian yam, as well as the
plenitude of tobacco barns and horse breeding, have all become important features

and scenery of the Shimizu Tribe.

During the process of comparing and cross-analyzing historical documents,
household registry records, field study results and interviews, I discovered that a new
name — “Kawabata” (Chuan-Jui) — was used to refer to the area where Taiwanese
sharecroppers lived in the Shimizu Tribe. I also found that the pre-colonial village

name of “Chong-Ching” (now known as “Fusing Village” or “Old Village”) appeared

v



for the first time in the colonial registry records. The same records also revealed that
the demographic makeup of these Kawabata sharecroppers living in the Shimizu Tribe
had a Hakka majority and Fujian minority. This finding varies greatly from the
existing literature and records, and is quite different from the current demographic

structure of Fusing Village.

Keywords:
Shimizu Tribe, Yoshino Immigration Village, Fusing Village, Old Village, Kawabata

Tribe, Segregation, Endemic
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