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Abstract

Javanese Kuda Lumping trance dance is probably of very ancient origin.
That it is pre-Christian and pre-Muslim is evident from the fact that both
Javanese Christians and Islamic fundamentalists generally disapprove
somewhat of traditional courtly and village art-form which is based on Javanese
animist beliefs, and particularly those containing trance activity. Although
Kuda Lumping trance dance is based on traditional Javanese religious belief, it
also combines with Islamic culture and can easily be found the trance dance
groups in most of villages of the island.

Because of different performing interpretation at different places, various
performing styles are produced in religious rituals, dance movements, musical
contents, and socio-cultural functions. For example, the music could be used
from traditional gamelan, Islamic religious chants, Javanese folk songs, or
popular songs. Kuda Lumping maintains Javanese traditional culture and it can
also integrate with and adapt to the socio-cultural requirements. Today, Kuda
Lumping is not only a folk religious ritual, but also a spiritual healing and an
important tourism resource. It is loved and supported by peoples in the rural
areas and some political parties even encourage and organize trance dance
groups to announce their standpoint of cultural policy.

For understanding the development of Kuda Lumping in Java, this paper
will focus on following aspects: definition and genres of Kuda Lumping, origin
of trance dance in Java, trance dance and Islam, supernatural creatures of trance
dance, practice of Kuda Lumping, uses of instruments and music, and social

meanings and functions of Kuda Lumping.

Keywords: Java, Trance Dance, Religious Ritual, Music Characteristic, Social

Function
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