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The Study of Female Immigrants' Experience of

Undertaking Household Cores before Coming to Taiwan

Shu-Chen Cheng
Department of Counseling

National Chiayi University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the undertaking household chores experience
of the female immigrants who experienced it before coming to Taiwan. Based on the
viewpoints of hermeneutic phenomenological methodology, the researcher tried to discover
the nature of such phenomena and to precede investigations from those interviewees by
in-depth semi-structural interviews. In this study, in-depth interviews were conducted to
collect eight texts from four interviewees. Using thematic analysis to interpret the lived
experiences of the female immigrants, the undertaking household chores experience of
these female immigrants who experienced it before coming to Taiwan were as follows: (a)
By taking household chores for granted, we gradually increased our family responsibilities;
(b) Through keeping patience and tolerance, we closely observed family members’ words
and expressions and were willing to undertake it; (c) By carrying and taking care of the
siblings, we maintained relationships with the family members just like the umbilical cord;
(d) Undertaking the self-expectations, we hoped go forward bravely and embraced
ourselves to the future. Based on the findings of this study, some implications were
proposed for the public and private sectors to have more cross-cultural sensitivity and to
offer services to female immigrant families. In addition, some suggestions were offered for

female immigrants, family education professionals and future researchers.

Keywords: experience of undertaking household chores, female

Immigrants, hermeneutic phenomenology, thematic analysis
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