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A Narrative on the Hunting Culture of Bunun

Hunters : An Autobiographical Ethnographic Study

Ping ying hua

Abstract

This paper is based on ethnographic research on the hunting culture of the
Bunun tribe. Mainly relying on historical documents, old Bunun hunters’ stories and
the author’s personal hunting experience, this paper explores cultural meanings of
the Bunun hunting. This essay discusses changes in the Bunun’s hunting culture
based on documents, old hunters’ stories-and auto-ethnography. This paper uses
qualitative research method and historical documents of the Japanese colonial rule
and the nationalist government in Taiwan, the Bunun hunters’ in-depth interviews
and autobiographical experience writing for further analysis. Firstly, this paper
investigates the hunting culture during the Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan and
today’s hunting culture has given rise to significant changes in terms of form and
content, including the scope of hunting ground, hunting methods, religious concept
and related customs conventions. Secondly, this paper deems that the Bunun’s
hunting culture has become irregular arising out of restrictions from national
management, environmental protection and animal rights groups that Bunun hunters
can hardly take on the heritage of related cultural meanings. Finally, this paper

suggests the establishment of one reasonable hunting system in Taiwan, and the best



solution is to establish a tribal autonomy and management-based hunting system
that allows indigenous hunters to engage in regular hunting activities by being able
to give equal consideration to tasks in environmental sustainability and cultural

heritage simultaneously.

Keyword : The Bunun tribe, hunting culture, Patriarch Tama-tiang, tribal autonomy

and management
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