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The Comparison between Shimotabaru Culture in
Ryukyu Sakishima Islands and Neolithic Culture
besides Hualien River in Taiwan Eastern Coast:
New Data from the Technical Choice Viewpoint

Jou-chun Lu*

ABSTRACT

The Ryukyu lIslands can be culturally divided into North, Middle and
South Ryukyu. Based on the style of artifacts, the Neolithic cultures in North
and Middle Ryukyu had close relationships with the Jomon Culture in Kyushu.
On the contrary, the Neolithic culture in South Ryukyu, the Shimotabaru Age, is
quite distinctive from the culture in Middle and North Ryukyu. Some artifact
types of the Shimotabaru Age are similar to Neolithic cultures in Southeast Asia,

like partially polished stone adzes or Shimotabaru Pottery.

As the West Pacific island closest to the Ryukyu Islands island arc, many
scholarshave debated the relationship between South Ryukyu and Taiwan.
Some researches tried to seek similarities between artifact types from South
Ryukyu and Eastern Taiwan. However, such research usually emphasized
certain types of artifacts, such as the aforementioned partially polished stone
adzes or Shimotabaru Pottery, and discussed cultural interactions based on
these limited attributes. At the same time, contextual issues were seldom taken
into consideration. Thus the importance of culture holism is usually overlooked.
Furthermore, arguments were usually influenced by differences between
classification systems in the academic traditions, in Taiwan and Japan. Artifacts
with the same attributes might be placed in different classes, thus making

comparison between two areas much more difficult.

In this paper, | will first deal with problem in typology, discussing
definitions of kinds of artifacts in the two areas to make sure artifacts compared

without the influence of differences between. the classification systems
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belonging two academic traditions. Using technological choice theory, which
takes material culture, culture structure, circumstances and human agency into
consideration, this paper discusses cultural relationship through choices made
in material culture. Therefore | will compare the similarities in types and styles
of artifacts between the two areas, then interpret the choices made in
prehistory in terms of similar artifact types, different ratios of artifacts types and
circumstance conditions. Finally | discuss the prehistoric subsistence and
cultural relationships of these two areas.

Keywords: Ryukyu Islands, eastern coast of Taiwan, Shimotabaru Period,
Neolithic period, comparison research, technological choice
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