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The Discipline of Taiwanese Archaeology and

ARV

Studies of Indigenous People Groups
Yi-chang Liu

ABSTRACT

This paper reviews the influence of Taiwanese archaeological
research on the indigenous peoples. Specifically, from both the
perspective of national history and local history, the paper considers the
overall significance of the pre-historic and early periods in Taiwanese
history in Taiwanese history. It also considers the relationship between
academic research on Taiwanese archaeology and national policy,
taking pains to point out four main periods of dynamic interaction. In
general these four periods are: the period of Japanese rule during which
scholars mainly engaged in the relationship between tribal groupings
and geography. The second includes the postwar period, during which
the influence of Chinese nationalism and its implicit Han-centric focus,
caused research on Taiwanese archaeology received little scholarly
attention.

During the 1980s research on Taiwan’s history increased gradually:

Academia Sinica inaugurated the establishment of the Taiwan History
Field Research Center, Chang Kwangchih advocated studying the
entirety of Taiwanese history, making the study of Taiwan’s prehistoric
era to start anew. Together with the entire field of Taiwanese history,
scholars engaged in analyzing the overall structure of Taiwan’s history.
Since the mid-1990s due to impetus of the rise-of Austronesian
aboriginal people “problem,” the development of actual archaeological
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field research in Southeast Asia as participated by Academia Sinica,
and the convergence of concerns to engage in the research of Taiwan’
s prehistoric history, the discipline is currently facing critical research
opportunities and choices.

Based on the study of archeology and aboriginal peoples, the author
proposes that issues of concern include: 1. the structure of archaeological
and historical research 2. researchers and the researchers were thinking 3.
the relationship between field researchers and their objects of study 4. the
development of aboriginal people’s identity 5. the relationship between
research on indigenous people and policies toward them. Particularly in
light of the fact that for some aboriginal groups, conflict between policy
and their own interpretation of their own identity has already emerged,
these aforementioned items are issues future researchers must face.
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