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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to construction a academic optimism
scale for elementary students, and to validate the scale by performing
exploratory factor analysis, confirmatory factory analysis, cross-validation,
and analysis. First, 605 students were examined using item analysis,
exploratory factor analysis, and reliability analysis. Secondly, a target sample
of 609 students was then randomly divided into two groups to perform
confirmatory factor analysis and cross-validation. Third, a situational
analysis of the survey results was conducted. This result shows that the
students' academic optimism scale contains three latent factors, including the
student trust in teachers, student perceptions of academic press, and student
identification with school, and twelve measurement items all together, which
has good reliability and validity. The measurement invariance was conducted
to the test and the results discover that students from different samples, rural
and non-rural areas schools have invariance of measurement. Finally, the
degree of students' academic optimism is at medium high level in elementary
schools, and the students of different areas have significant and different
perceptions on students’ academic optimism in elementary schools.

Keywords: rural area, elementary schools, scale construction, academic
optimism
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